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Aims

• The 3-hour Professional Development Programme aims 
to enhance primary level English teachers’ confidence
and competence in teaching phonics and developing 
resources for phonics instruction.  



Rundown

• Understanding phonics knowledge & instruction
What is phonics? 

• Role of phonics in learning English
Why teach/learn it?  

• Phonics instruction in the school-based English Language 
curriculum (eg. GE/ Reading Workshop)

Demonstration & Practices  How might we teach & integrate it? 

• Concluding Remarks

➢ Housekeeping
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WHY                ?teach phonics



L1 L2

Learning English as L1 vs. L2

HOW do we learn 

L2?

HOW do HK children learn 

L1?

• Raise awareness of PATTERNS in L2 

• Raise language learners’ CONFIDENCE (power of decoding)

• Build FOUNDATION for literacy (reading & writing)



Teachers NEED to create ‘phonics-learning’ opportunities in reading lessons

Demonstration & Practice in Part 2 using phonics as a teaching resource

PATTERNS

CONFIDENCE

FOUNDATION
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WHAT            ?is phonics



Take this quiz to find out how much you know 

about phonics

True (T) / False (F) / Not sure (NS) 

8. ____ Phonics is knowing the relationship between phonemes 

and graphemes.

9. ____ Rhyming words are words with same ending sounds and 

spelling.

10. ____ There are 34 sounds in the English language.

* Rewrite the FALSE statements.



Teaching Phonics at Primary Level (2017), p.7

T

phonics

/ˈfɒnɪks/

Giving written symbols to 
the spoken sounds

How many phonemes in the word ’phonics’?



What’s the difference? Phonics  vs.  Phonemic Awareness

Picture 1 Picture 2
Phonics is understanding the letter-sound correlation

Sounds in speech (phonemes) → Letters in print (graphemes)

Phonemic awareness is understanding spoken 
words are made up individual sounds (phonemes)

Sound play Decoding (read)  +  Encoding (spell)

Progression



Syllable: How many syllables in the word cat?

Onset: What’s the beginning sound of cat?

Rime: What’s the vowel sound in cat?  

Final sound in cat?  

Rime in cat?  (belongs to the –at word family)

Phoneme:  What 3 sounds make up the word cat?Teaching Phonics at Primary Level (2017), p.9
http://www.edb.gov.hk/Phonics_Pri_2017

rhyme

cat
bat
mat
sat
...

blue
shoe
flew
through
...



F



F

44 sounds

19 
consonant 

sounds

(unvoiced) th

(voiced)

(/zh/) treasure

vision

azure
5 

digraphs

5
Long vowels

(including

Magic e)

6
Short vowels

+

Short ‘oo’ sound

8
other 

vowels

1

• oi/ oy

• ou/ ow

• ar

• er/ ir/ ur

• or

• air

• ear/ ere

• ure/ our

Diphthongs

R-

controlled 

Vowels

Schwa sound



Common Difficulties

in

Teaching & Learning Phonics





Voiced
(vibration)

• vine

• gum

• bat 

• den

• this

• zip

• pleasure (zh)

• jar / gin

Unvoiced /Voiceless
(NO vibration)

• fine

• come / kit

• pat 

• ten

• thin

• sip

• bishop / pressure (sh)

• chin

Voiced – vocal cords vibrate. 

UNvoiced – vocal cords DO NOT vibrate

ALL vowel sounds are voiced.

• mail  
• nail 
• let

• hot • wet  
• run
• yes

Sort these do

1. /b/ as in ball 

2. /d/as in dog 

3. /f/ as in fish 

4. /g/ as in goat 

5. /h/ as in hand 

6. /j/ as in jet 

7. /k/ as in car 

8. /l/ as in leaf 

9. /m/ as in mouse 

10. /n/ as in nos

Sort these voiced & unvoiced pairs

• f, v

• g, c/k

• b, p

• t, d

• this, thin

• z, s

• wash /ʃ/, beige /ʒ/

• j, ch

• l, m, n, h, w, r, y



vo
w

el
s

monophthongs diphthongsstationary vowels gliding vowels

co
n

so
n

an
ts

unvoiced / 
voiced 

consonant 
pairs

identical twins

plosives

fricatives

bouncy

stretchy

nasals difficult pair semivowels

odd 
one 
out



True

False ‘Belt’ is a CVCC word.



Long & Short 

Vowels

Alternative 

spellings

Magic ‘e’

Alternative pronunciation of ‘ed’

/d/ - played ,      /t/ - helped,         /id/ - wanted

ending with /t, d/ soundending /p, k, f, s, sh, ch/ sound
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HOW                         ?to teach/use phonics



How might we sequence the sounds for instruction?



• MOST useful & relevant  → Frequency & practicality

• Simple  → Difficult   + Compare & contrast

• Get students to NOTICE patterns  → Repetition with variation

• Use it or lose it!  → visual, auditory, multi-sensory, etc

• Feasibility for teachers!!!  → Structure & consistency is key!!

Guiding Principles

To cover the 44 letter-sounds in the primary English Language Curriculum, holistic planning is necessary.

Reference could be made to the suggested teaching sequence and the learning content of the textbooks as 

well as the readers to decide the target letter-sounds to be covered in each level.



Developed by Sandra Elam, The National Right to Read Foundation, www.nrrf.org

Teaching Sequence

• 5 Short vowels & 18 Consonants

• Use to practice two/three-letter blends

• 2-Consonant blends (bl, cr, st, tw, etc)

• Digraphs (ch, sh, th, wh, etc) & 3-Consonant 
blends

• Concurrent learning of a few basic high-
frequency words necessary for reading

• Diphthongs (aw, ea, oi, ou/ow, etc) & Magic ‘e’

• R-controlled vowels (er, ir, ar, or, etc) & other 
special sounds (soft /c/ & /g/, ph as /f/, etc)

❖ Focus on the most frequently used sounds!



P3 – Vowel sounds & Alternative 
spellings 



70 Wonderful Word Family Poems p.7, Scholastic Professional Books
Richard E. Wylie and Donald D. Durrell, 1970. "Teaching Vowels Through 
Phonograms." Elementary English 47, 787-791.

-ack, -ad, -age, -ail, -ain, -ake, -ale, -all, -am, -ame, -an, -
ank, -ap, -ar, -ash, -at, -ate, -aw, -ay 

-eat, -eel, -eep, -eet, -ell, -en, -ent, - est

-ice, -ide, -ife, -ight, -ile, -ill, -in, -ine, -ing, -ink, -ip, -it

-oat, -ock, -og, -oil, -oke, -oo, -ood, -ood, -oof, -oof, -ook, -oom, 
-ool, -oon, -oop, -op, -ore, -orn, -ot, -ought, -ould, -ouse, -out, -
ow (cow), -ow (low), -own, -uck, -ug, -ump, -un, -unk

Wylie & Durrell’s Most Common Word Families

https://www.enchantedlearning.com/rhymes/wordfamilies/#Wylie



Rhyming
Which word rhymes with cat – hot or hat?

Blending
Listen, /c/ /a/ /t/, what’s the word?

Segmentation
How many sounds are there in cat?

Sound isolation  
Where’s the /t/ sound in cat?

Sound substitution  
Replace /c/ with /h/, what’s the word?

How can students APPLY phonics skills?



Figure 1:  Components of a School-based English Language Curriculum

Reading Workshops 

(e.g. PLPRW/Space Town/DTS/ 

School-based reading workshop)

• Readers

• Storytelling

• Read Aloud

• Supported/Guided Reading

• Independent Reading

CDC English Language Curriculum Guide (Primary 1-6), 2004 

General English (GE)

• Textbooks

• School-based materials

To cover the 44 letter-sounds in the primary English Language Curriculum, holistic planning is necessary.

Phonics can be integrated
into the learning activities in 

the GE

❖ Activities & Games

❖ Shared Reading



Curriculum integration – READING & WRITING

TEXTS

WORDS

Sound PATTERNS

Sounds

Top down

Bottom-up

Phonics should be INTEGRATED (with GE, Reading workshops, ECA, etc) &

CONTEXTUALIZED (taught in context of words, texts & the four skills)



Get students to NOTICE . . . 

• Rhythm in a chant

• Rhyming words  (eg. Ted - bed/said, Rose - clothes/nose, Mabel – table, Joe - toe)

• Small words in big words  (eg. fold, clear)                    Compound words  (ie. bedroom)

• Magic ‘e’ to make the long vowel sounds  (eg. make, Rose)

• Different pronunciation of the ‘oo’ spelling  (ie. floor, bedroom)

• Alternative spellings for the long ‘o’ sound  (eg. Rose/home, Joe, no/clothes/fold)

• Create own chant

2A, 2A, does Henry help in the classroom?

Yes, he does.  He ____________________!

You CAN’T do it ALL!

POST-reading

PRE-reading

WHILE-reading

Phonics-learning Opportunities

2nd reading



Limitations of Phonics

• Overly mechanical (‘scientific’) approach to language arts

• Lack of progression/integration to literacy (reading & writing)

• Nonphonetic words  (eg. said, Wednesday, sugar, doctor, etc)

How do we address them?



Dos and Don’ts



Teaching Phonics at Primary Level (2017), 

accessible via http://www.edb.gov.hk/Phonics_Pri_2017

http://www.edb.gov.hk/Phonics_Pri_2017

